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the transformation of begetting into making, of procreation into manufacture ( literally, handmade ), a process
that has already begun with in vitro fertilization and genetic testing of em-bryos. With cloning, not only is the
process in hand, but the total genetic blueprint of the cloned individual is selected and determined by the
human artisans. To be sure, subsequent development is still according to natural processes; and the result-ing
children will be recognizably human. But we would be taking a major step into making man himself simply
another one of the man-made things. How does begetting differ from making In natural procreation, human
beings come together to give existence to another being that is formed exactly as we were, by what we are -
living, hence perishable, hence aspiringly erotic, hence procreative human beings. But in clonal reproduction,
and in the more advanced forms of manu-facture to which it will lead, we give existence to a being not by what
we are but by what we intend and design. Let me be clear. The problem is not the mere intervention of
technique, and the point is not that nature knows best. The problem is that any child whose being, character,
and capacities exist owing to human design does not stand on the same plane as its makers. As with any
product of our making,...
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